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Politics of Multiculturalism                       Kai Ostwald 
UCSD, PS 108                         Summer 2012 
 
 

       Syllabus 
 
 
Lectures: Tuesday and Thursday, 11:00 – 1:50, Center Hall 220 
Email: kostwald@ucsd.edu 
Office hours: Tuesday 3:00 – 4:00 and by appointment, SSB 326 
 
 
Course description:  
Population diversity is a characteristic of nearly all countries, and all available indications suggest that levels of diversity will 
only increase in the future. This diversity presents many challenges, both theoretical and practical. The politics of 
multiculturalism has arisen as a comprehensive approach to addressing those challenges and has been adopted by many 
countries. Despite its ubiquity, it has been the subject of extensive criticism and is seen by many as deeply flawed. This course 
examines the theoretical and practical implications of diversity, focusing on the core principles of politics of multiculturalism 
as well as the main criticisms levied against it. The dialogue between these two perspectives encompasses some of the most 
contentious contemporary social and political issues in developed and developing democracies.    
 
This course has five main primary goals. Upon completion of the course, you will: 

1. understand the core principles of the politics of multiculturalism, as well as its main criticisms 
2. understand several of the most important economic consequences of diversity 
3. understand important psychological and behavioral elements of diversity 
4. understand how political institutions and policy influence the dynamic of diversity 
5. be familiar with the experiences of several multicultural countries 

 
 
Course requirements: 
 

1. Attendance and participation: Given the condensed timeframe and small class size of summer session, it is imperative 
that you come to class regularly and participate in discussions. Being active in class will make this experience richer for 
you and for your classmates. Since our class is small and we meet for three hours at a time, significant portions of the 
class will be conducted in seminar style, meaning they will be highly interactive. UCSD is a large institution and you 
will have few opportunities to learn in a small-classroom setting. Take advantage of it! 

 
2. Reading: The purpose of class meetings is to consolidate and enrich your understanding of course material, not to 

introduce it to you. This means that you are required to do the readings as per the syllabus. Coming to class prepared 
will make the class far more interesting for you and will significantly improve your grasp of the material. Remember 
that each meeting during summer session is equivalent to one full week of instruction during the rest of the year. 
Given that, the reading load for this course is relatively light, but you should still put aside at least three hours to 
prepare for each class. To help you out, I will indicate to you which of the readings are the most important – read 
these carefully, but be sure to cover all of the readings.   
 
The readings are comprised of book chapters and important articles. The book chapters will be available on e-reserves 
(http://reserves.ucsd.edu/eres/). The papers are available from a number of sources online (google scholar is a good 
starting point). Contact me if you are having problems accessing individual readings and we will find an alternative 
solution. I highly recommend that you print out the readings and take notes, especially for the core readings. The cost 
of this will be minimal relative to purchasing textbooks or readers, and you can of course print double-sided to reduce 
the environmental impact.  
 

3. Assignments and final exam: You are required to write one short paper, as well as take a midterm and final exam. The 
paper is to be 12pt font, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins, and no more than five pages. This is a short paper, so be 
sure that your writing is clear and concise. The paper prompt will ask you to reflect on and integrate material from the 
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readings and class discussions. As it is not a research paper, you must limit yourself to the course material. The paper 
will be due on Tuesday September 4th (class 9). The prompt will be handed out two weeks before the paper is due. 
Papers must be uploaded to turnitin (on TED) before the start of class. Please also bring a hard copy to class. There 
will be a final exam on the Saturday after week 5 (Sept 8th) from 11:30 to 2:50pm. The location will be announced 
prior to the exam. You may also be given short quizzes on the assigned readings at the beginning of class. These will 
count towards class participation.  
 

Grading: 
 
 midterm:   20% 
 paper:    25% 

final:    25% 
 class participation:  30% 
                   100% 

 

Class schedule: 
 
Class 1 (Aug 7th) – Course introduction and overview 
  
Class 2 (Aug 9th) – Culture and ethnicity 

What is culture? What is ethnicity? We explore answers to these questions in order to build a foundation for our 
analysis of diversity. Furthermore we examine empirical patterns of diversity and explore their main causes.  
 

 Nagel (1974), “What is it like to be a bat?”, The Philosophical Review 

 Varshney (2007), section 2 of ch12 “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict” in Boix & Stokes (ed) The Oxford 
Handbook of Comparative Politics 

 van Evera (2001), “Primordialism lives!” APSA CP 12 

 Messina & Lahav (2006), The Migration Reader, ch2 “Concepts and Trends”  

 Fearon (2003), “Ethnic Structure and Cultural Diversity by Country” Journal of Economic Growth 
 
Class 3 (Aug 14th) – Politics of Multiculturalism 

What is the politics of multiculturalism? Where and how does it deviate from a classical liberal approach to managing 
diversity? Here we explore several of the key concepts of multiculturalism. 

 Taylor (1992), Multiculturalism and “the Politics of Recognition”, the essay by Charles Taylor 

 Kymlicka (1995), Multicultural Citizenship, ch2 “The Politics of Multiculturalism” 

 Parekh (2008), A New Politics of Identity, p. 80-87 
 

Class 4 (Aug 16th) – Politics of Multiculturalism II [Canada] 
What are the main criticisms of multicultural politics? We examine several challenges to the paradigm and examine the 
case of Canada, the forerunner of multicultural politics.  

 

 Vertovec & Wessendorf (2010), The Multiculturalism Backlash, ch1 “Introduction: assessing the backlash against 
multiculturalism in Europe” 

 Barry (2001), Culture and Equality, p. 9-17, 63-109 

 Gagnon (2000), “Canada: Unity in Diversity”, in O’Neill & Austin (ed), Democracy and Cultural Diversity 

 Ley (2010), ch10 “Multiculturalism: a Canadian defense”, in Vertovec & Wessendorf, The Multiculturalism 
Backlash 

 
Class 5 (Aug 21st) – National identity and citizenship [France and Germany] 

What constitutes “belonging” to a nation and state? We examine competing conceptualizations of citizenship and 
illustrate them through the cases of France and Germany. 
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 Bloemraad, Korteweg, Yurdakul (2008), “Citizenship and Immigration: Multiculturalism, Assimilation, and 
Challenges to the Nation-State”, Annual Review of Sociology 

 Brubaker (1990), “Immigration, Citizenship, and the Nation-State in France and Germany: a comparative 
historical analysis”, International Sociology 

 Simon & Sala Pala (2010), “We’re not all multiculturalists yet: France swings between hard integration and 
soft anti-discrimination”, in Vertovec & Wessendorf, The Multiculturalism Backlash 

 Schoenwaelder (2010), “Germany: integration policy and pluralism in a self-conscious country of 
immigration”, in Vertovec & Wessendorf, The Multiculturalism Backlash 

 
Class 6 (Aug 23rd) – Midterm and multiculturalism in the US 

We will have a short midterm (50min). Following this, we will examine and discuss Samuel Huntington’s controversial 
arguments on multiculturalism in the United States.  
 

 Huntington (2004), “The Hispanic Challenge”, Foreign Policy 

 Huntington (2004), Who are We?, ch1 
 

Class 7 (Aug 28th) – Cancelled 
 A movie will be assigned in lieu of class (to be announced). 
 
Class 8 (Aug 30th) – Economic consequences 

Extensive empirical research indicates that population diversity is negatively correlated to several important economic 
outcomes. We examine arguments for the two most important outcomes; growth and public goods provision.  
 

 Alesina and La Ferrara (2005), “Ethnic Diversity and Economic Performance” Journal of Economic Literature 

 Habyarimana, Humphreys, Posner, Weinstein (2007), “Why does ethnic diversity undermine public goods 
provision?”, in American Political Science Review 

 Baldwin & Huber (2010), “Economic vs. Cultural Differences: Forms of ethnic diversity and public goods 
provision” American Political Science Review 

 Alesina, Baqir, Easterly (1999), “Public Goods and Ethnic Divisions”, in The Quarterly Journal of Economics 
 
Class 9 (Sept 4th) – Micro-foundations of diversity [Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia] – paper due 

What causes variations in outcomes across diverse societies? Why precisely does diversity cause the effects we 
associate with it? Here we examine a range of theoretical and empirical research aimed at providing responses to those 
questions.  

 

 Varshney (2001), “Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society: India and Beyond”, World Politics 

 Transue (2007), “Identity Salience, Identity Acceptance, and Racial Policy Preferences: American National 
Identity as a Unifying Force”, American Journal of Political Science 

 Forbes (1997), Ethnic Conflict: Commerce, Culture, and the Contact Hypothesis, Ch2 

 Trepte (2006), “Social Identity Theory”, in Bryant & Vorderer (ed), Psychology of Entertainment (available online, 
just search Trepte, social identity theory) 

 Bringham & Malpass (1985), “The role of experience and contact in the recognition of faces of own- and 
other-race persons”, in Journal of Social Issues 

 Elfenbein & Ambady (2003), “When familiarity breeds accuracy: cultural exposure and facial emotion 
recognition”, in Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 

 
Class 10 (Sept 6th) – Politics, institutions, public policy, and socialization 

Here we examine the intersection of politics and diversity from a comparative perspective. Questions include how 
political parties have accommodated diversity, how institutional structures vary in their attempts to mitigate the 
potential for conflict in divided societies, and how public policy can actively shape identities.  

 

 Reilly (2001), Democracy in Divided Societies: Electoral engineering for conflict management, Ch1 

 Lijphart (1977), Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration, Ch1,2 
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 Messina (2006), “The political incorporation of immigrants in Europe: trends and implications”, in Messina 
and Lahav, The Migration Reader 

 
Final Exam (Sept 8th) – final exam 

11:30 – 2:20, location to be announced 
 
Academic Honesty: All scholarship produced for this class must be original student work. Instances of plagiarism will be 
reported to the University administration and will result in an F for the course. Plagiarism is the direct reproduction of another 
scholar’s written work without proper citation, or the use of another scholar’s idea(s) without proper citation. Both the 
instructor and teaching assistant are available to answer questions regarding proper and sufficient citation. 
 
Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to provide an overview over the course. You cannot claim any rights from it. In 
particular, scheduling and dates may change. Although the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course, official 
announcements are always those made in class. Particularly since this course is small, we may adjust readings as we go.  
 


