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Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict         Kai Ostwald 
UCSD, PS 136a           
 Summer 2012 
 
 

       Syllabus 
 
 
Lectures: Monday and Wednesday 2 – 4.50pm, WLH 2209 
Email: kostwald@ucsd.edu 
Office hours: by appointment, SSB 326 
 
 
Course description: 
 
This is a course on the relationship between nationalism, ethnicity, and conflict. At first glance this relationship might seem 
quite simple. Many examples from around the world ostensibly suggest that ethnic diversity creates conflict and other political 
problems. The instability in Iraq and Afghanistan, for example, seems in part at least to be rooted in the religious and tribal 
conflicts endemic to both countries. The Los Angeles riots in 1992 suggest that even wealthy countries are not immune to 
ethnic conflict, which seems further supported by what appears to be rising ethnic tensions in Western Europe. Perhaps most 
disturbing, the genocide in Rwanda, Yugoslavia, and Nazi Germany suggest that conflict driven by ethnicity and nationalism is 
of a particularly violent nature. But do these conclusions stand up to closer inspection? Does ethnic diversity and fervent 
nationalism necessarily bring about conflict? This course will closely examine the many sides of ethnicity and consider exactly 
how, why, and when it may drive conflict. It will likewise closely consider several varieties of nationalism and their relationship 
with conflict. Finally, the course will examine different approaches taken by states to reduce the dangers of ethnic conflict. We 
will approach these questions using classic texts on ethnicity, nationalism, and ethnic conflict, as well as more important recent 
important contributions to the field.  
 
This course has four main primary goals. Upon completion of the course, you will: 

1. understand the main conceptualizations of ethnicity and nationalism.  
2. understand the potential consequences of ethnic diversity and nationalism.  
3. understand different approaches taken by countries to reduce the risks of ethnic conflict. 
4. have learned about several ethnically diverse countries around the world have experience and responded to ethnic 

conflict.  
 
Course requirements: 
 

1. Attendance and participation: Given the condensed timeframe and small class size of summer session, it is imperative 
that you come to class regularly and participate in discussions. Being active in class will make this experience richer for 
you and for your classmates. Since our class is small and we meet for three hours at a time, significant portions of the 
class will be conducted in seminar style, meaning they will be highly interactive. UCSD is a large institution and you 
will have few opportunities to learn in a small-classroom setting. Take advantage of it! 

 
2. Reading: The purpose of class meetings is to consolidate and enrich your understanding of course material, not to 

introduce it to you. This means that you are required to do the readings as per the syllabus. Coming to class prepared 
will make the class far more interesting for you and will significantly improve your grasp of the material.  
 
Remember that each meeting during summer session is equivalent to one full week of instruction during the rest of 
the year. Given that, the reading load for this course is relatively light, but you should still put aside at least three 
hours to prepare for each class. To help you out, the readings for each meeting are divided into three categories. The 
core readings will be short but very important, so read them very carefully. The secondary readings are also required, but 
you do not need to be read as carefully as the core readings. What does this mean in practice? It means that you 
should determine which parts of the readings are most important, read those carefully, and skim the rest to make sure 
you have a general idea of what is being argued. You don’t need to understand every detail of the secondary readings, 
but you do need to have a clear idea of what the author is trying to establish how they are trying to establish it. 
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Synthesizing complex material in a relatively short period of time is an important skill both in academics and in other 
fields – the secondary readings will give you an opportunity to develop that skill. The optional readings introduce 
additional perspectives on the topics we are covering. I recommend that you at least read the abstracts or skim 
through the first few pages. Of course, if you take a particular interest in a topic, you will only benefit from reading 
more carefully. We will briefly discuss these readings in class as well.  
 
The readings are comprised of book chapters and important articles, all of which should be available on e-reserves 
(http://reserves.ucsd.edu/eres/). Contact me if you are having problems accessing individual readings and we will 
find an alternative solution. I highly recommend that you print out the readings and take notes, especially for the core 
readings. The cost of this will be minimal relative to purchasing textbooks or readers, and you can of course print 
double-sided to reduce the environmental impact. If you prefer to purchase books, I recommend the following books, 
which may be useful if you continue your studies in political science. They are available used on amazon.com, 
half.com, or abebooks.com 

 Hutchinson and Smith (1994), Nationalism, Oxford University Press 

 Hutchinson and Smith (1996), Ethnicity, Oxford University Press 

 Horowitz (1985), Ethnic Groups in Conflict, University of California Press 

 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities, Verso 
 

3. Assignments and final exam: You are required to write three short papers and take a final exam. The papers are to be 
12pt font, double-spaced, with 1 inch margins, and no more than three pages. These are very short papers, so be sure 
that your writing is clear and concise. The papers prompts will ask you to reflect on and integrate material from the 
readings and class discussions. These are not research papers so you must limit yourself to the course material. The 
papers will be due on Monday of week three, week four, and week five. The prompts will be handed out one week 
before the papers are due. Papers must be uploaded to turnitin (on TED) before the start of class. Please also bring a 
hard copy to class. There will be a final exam on the Friday of week 5 (Aug 3rd) from 3.00 to 5.50pm. The location will 
be announced prior to the exam. You will receive an example of the exam format in week four that will help you 
prepare. You may also be given short quizzes on the assigned readings at the beginning of class. These will count 
towards class participation.  
 

Grading: 
 
 paper one:   15% 
 paper two:   15% 
 paper three:   15% 

final:    30% 
 class participation:  25% 
                   100% 

 

Class schedule: 
 
Class 1 (July 2nd) – Course introduction and overview 
  
Class 2 (July 4th) – Cancelled due to 4th of July university holiday 

While you are grilling or watching fireworks, take a moment to think about exactly what is being celebrated. Who is 
the 4th of July for? What is its function? What explains its appeal (besides grilling and fireworks)? 

 
Class 3 (July 9th) – Nationalism 

What is nationalism? How has nationalism been conceptualized by thinkers in the past? Does nationalism cause 
conflict? How is it related to ethnicity? 

 
Core: 

 Hutchinson and Smith (1994), Nationalism (Oxford Readers) 
o Introduction (p. 3-13) 
o Ch2 (p. 18-21) Stalin, “The Nation” 
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o Ch5 (p. 29-34) Geertz, “Primordial and Civic Ties” 
o Ch7 (p. 36-46) Connor, “A Nation is a Nation, is a State, is an Ethnic Group, is a…” 

 Huntington (1993), “The Clash of the Civilizations”, Foreign Affairs 
Secondary: 

 Smith (2001), Nationalism: Theory, Ideology, History, ch1 and p. 21-28, 39-42 
 
Class 4 (July 11th) – Nationalism II 

In class 3 we considered what nationalism is and what its effects may be. This week we look primarily at two very 
important works that examine the origins of nations. In other words, where do nations come from? Do different 
origins produce different types of nationalisms? 

 
Core: 

 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities, Ch1-3 
Secondary: 

 Anderson (1983), Imagined Communities, Ch4,10 

 Gellner (1983), Nations and Nationalism, Ch1-4 

 Smith (2001), Nationalism: Theory, Ideology, History, Ch6 

Class 5 (July 16th) – Ethnicity (paper 1 due) 
What is ethnicity? What are the main conceptualizations of ethnicity and what do those conceptualizations imply for 
ethnically diverse regions? How do we begin to measure ethnic identity? Which areas of the world are most diverse? 

 
 Core:  

 Varshney (2007), Ch12 “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict” in Boix & Stokes (ed) The Oxford Handbook of 
Comparative Politics 

Secondary: 

 Hutchinson and Smith (1996), Ethnicity (Oxford Reader) 
o Ch5 (p35-40) Weber, “The Origins of Ethnic Groups” 
o Ch6 (p40-45) Geertz, “Primordial Ties” 
o Ch7 (p85-90) Brass, “Ethnic Groups and Ethnic Identity Formation” 

 van Evera (2001), “Primordialism lives!” APSA CP 12 

 Fearon (2003), “Ethnic Structure and Cultural Diversity by Country” Journal of Economic Growth 

 Keita et al (2004), “Conceptualizing human variation”, Nature Genetics Supplement vol 36, no 11. 
 
Class 6 (July 18th) – Ethnicity II 

We build on the core theories of ethnic identity by examining further ways of conceptualizing ethnic identity. We 
begin to consider in specific terms how ethnic diversity creates conflict. 

 
 Core:  

 Chandra (2006), “What is Ethnic Identity and does it Matter?” Annual Review of Political Science 
Secondary: 

 Horowitz (1985), Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Ch1-2 

 Rabushka and Shepsley (1972), Politics in Plural Societies: A theory of democratic instability, Ch1,3 
Optional: 

 Alesina and La Ferrara (2005), “Ethnic Diversity and Economic Performance” Journal of Economic Literature 

 Baldwin & Huber (2010), “Economic vs. Cultural Differences: Forms of ethnic diversity and public goods 
provision” American Political Science Review 

 
Class 7 (July 23rd) – Microfoundations of ethnic identity (paper 2 due) 

Here we examine the psychology and economic motivations of ethnic identity to better understand the effects of 
ethnic diversity. What implications do these theories have on the prospects for stability in ethnically diverse areas? 
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Core: 

 Varshney (2003), “Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict, and Rationality” Perspectives on Politics 
Secondary: 

 Brown (2000), “Social Identity Theory: Past Achievements, Current Problems, and Future Challenges” 
European Journal of Social Psychology 

 Petersen (2002), Understanding Ethnic Violence: Fear, Hatred, Resentment in twentieth-century Eastern Europe, Ch1-4 

 Gibson (2006), “Do Strong Group Identities Fuel Intolerance? Evidence from the South African Case”, 
Political Psychology 

 Eifert, Miguel, Posner (2010), “Political Competition and Ethnic Identification in Africa”, American Journal of 
Political Science 

Optional: 

 Taylor (1992), Multiculturalism and “the Politics of Recognition”, the essay by Charles Taylor 

 Bahry et al (2005), “Ethnicity and Trust: Evidence from Russia” American Political Science Review 

 De Figueiredo & Elkins (2003), “Are Patriots Bigots? An Inquiry into the Vices of In-group Pride” American 
Journal of Political Science 

 
Class 8 (July 27th) – Ethnic Riots and Civil War 

The previous weeks have looked at potential explanations for why and how ethnic diversity may bring about conflict. 
This class’s readings examine conflict more closely. Specifically, what types of conflict exist? What differentiates them? 
How frequent are they? 
 
Core: 

 Esteban et al (2012), “Ethnic Conflict: Theory and Facts”, Science 
Secondary: 

 Varshney (2007) “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict” in Boix & Stokes (ed) The Oxford Handbook of Comparative 
Politics, section 1.2 and 1.3 (same reading as class 5) 

 Fearon and Laitin (2003), “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War”, American Political Science Review 
Optional: 

 Kalyvas (2006), The Logic of Violence in Civil War, Ch1 

 Posen (1993), “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict” in Brown (ed), Ethnic Conflict and International 
Security, Ch6 

 Cederman, Wimmer, and Min (2010), “Why do Ethnic Groups Rebel?”, World Politics 

 Brubaker & Laitin (1998), “Ethnic and Nationalist Violence”, Annual Review of Sociology 
 
 
Class 9 (July 30th) – Institutional approaches to reducing ethnic conflict (paper 3 due) 

What role do institutions play in mitigating the potential for ethnic conflict in ethnically diverse areas? What are the 
main institutional approaches? What assumptions do they make?  

 
 Core: 

 Reilly (2001), Democracy in Divided Societies: Electoral engineering for conflict management, Ch1 
Secondary: 

 Posner (2004), “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and Tumbukas are Allies in 
Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi”, American Political Science Review 

 Lijphart (1977), Democracy in Plural Societies: A Comparative Exploration, Ch1,2 

 Horowitz (1985), Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Ch15 

 Roeder and Rothchild (2005), Sustainable Peace: Power and Democracy after Civil Wars, Ch1-3 
 
 
 
Class 10 (Aug 1st) – Policy approaches to reducing ethnic conflict 

How can public policies reduce the potential for ethnic conflict? What assumptions do the various approaches make? 
How effective can these policies be? 
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 Core: 

 Varshney (2001), “Ethnic Conflict and Civil Society: India and Beyond”, World Politics 
Secondary:  

 Transue (2007), “Identity Salience, Identity Acceptance, and Racial Policy Preferences: American National 
Identity as a Unifying Force”, American Journal of Political Science 

 Horowitz (1985), Ethnic Groups in Conflict, Ch14,16 
Optional: 

 Forbes (1997), Ethnic Conflict: Commerce, Culture, and the Contact Hypothesis, Ch2 
 
Final Exam (Aug 3rd) –  

3:00 – 5:50pm, location to be announced 
 
Academic Honesty: All scholarship produced for this class must be original student work. Instances of plagiarism will be 
reported to the University administration and will result in an F for the course. Plagiarism is the direct reproduction of another 
scholar’s written work without proper citation, or the use of another scholar’s idea(s) without proper citation. Both the 
instructor and teaching assistant are available to answer questions regarding proper and sufficient citation. 
 
Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to provide an overview over the course. You cannot claim any rights from it. In 
particular, scheduling and dates may change. Although the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course, official 
announcements are always those made in class. Particularly since this course is small, we may adjust readings as we go.  
 


